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WHY NOT 
BERLIN OR 
POTSDAM? 


Y turn to write this Com- 
mentary always seems to 
Come on occasions when my 
Sense of fair play impels me to 
Protest against the attitude of 
Most people, including many 
Pacifists, to something that has 
brought the Kremlin into more 
than usual prominence. This 
time it is the Stalin invitation to 
President Truman. 


Surely, it is not necessary to believe 
that a pacifist’s dream world would 
have sprouted straight out of the 
projected Truman-Stalin meeting, to 
deplove that it is not to take place; 
and to grow hot under the collar, at 
the way in which the Stalin kite- 
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balloon was quickly brought down by 


two shots from the west’s heaviest 
artillery: first, a complaint by almost 
everybody who is anybody that the 


-Kremlin had not put Stalin’s invita- 


tion on an official basis but had issued 
it in the discourteous form of a radio 


/ broadcast of replies given by Stalin to 


the European general manager of the 
International News Service; the 
Second,.a declaration to the Press by 
Mr. Dean Acheson, “welcomed in 
London,” in which the new USA Sec- 
retary of State touched with unmis- 
takable acrimony on a whole lot of 
highly contentious issues. 


Crucifiers of peace 


WITH heads wedged between 

. national pride and _ protocol, 
‘and feet stuck deeply into the unsteady 
Soil of international alignments, the 
State Department and the Foreign 
Office could not manage to look so un- 
Orthodox a phenomenon as this Stalin 


‘Invitation squarely in the face. It 


took only a few days for the cry “ just 
Propaganda " to go up and to bulldoze 


“any germ of mutual rapprochement 


tight out of the way that might have 
prospered from a personal meeting 
etween the world’s two arbiters of 
Peace and war. 

‘If savage scepticism has to, be an 
es¢ential of our time, it would not. be 
unreasonable to extend it to some of 
Our all-too-facile parrot-cries. 

Vera Brittain will, I hope, forgive 
me if I borow an awesomely striking 
Phrase she used at the Caxton Hall 
the other night, not included in the 
Yeprint of her speech in the current 
Number of Peace News. What she 
Said, as nearly as I can remember, 
was this: “ But then, I dare say, some 
People would have shouted ‘ propa- 
Banda’ if they had been-present at the 
Crucifixion.” 


Stalin is certainly not the Messiah, ' 


but power politicians are the crucifiers 
Of the angel of peace; and the charge 
that Anything of conciliatory appear- 
ance that dares to come out of Russia 
Must be propaganda is only one more 
Way of drowning thought, of empty- 
ing the mind as does any other con- 
Stant repetition—be it of prayer, of a 
ine of poetry, of a well-worn phrase 
Or of a popular slogan-—affording the 
Comfort of escape from difficult prob- 
lems by obliterating acute conscious- 
hess. And to dispose of anything by 
Saying that it is propaganda may 
itself be one of the worst acts of pro- 
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One hope for my chiidren— 


IS PACIFISM 


By Ann Fry 


Twenty-one-year-old mother of two children and one of the 

speakers at last night’s Women’s Peace Campaign Meeting in the 

Central Hall, Westminster, which will be reported in next week’s 
Peace News. 


THIS 


BE have at last reached the 

stage in history *when 
men are discussing basic human 
rights, and needs, and to a con- 
siderable extent trying to meet them. 
We may disagree that these needs are 
bing met in many. cases, but that we 
rights; that we are aware that the 
are discussing a declaration of human 
needs of the common man should be 
mét is a great step forward. 


In our own country, my young 
children are provided with orange 
juice and cod liver oil for next to 
nothing, and later they will be pro- 
vided with free education; if they are 
ill there is the new health service; 
when they grow up they will have the 
right to choose what form of govern- 
ment they wish for this country, and 
to help in shaping this country’s atti- 
tude toward others. We are doing 
something to develop the minds and 
bodies of our children, and to put 
them in a postion in which they can 
make good use of both when they 
reach manhood. 

HAPPY MOTHER? 

It seems I should be a happy mother, 
with my two little sons, aged 3 and 1 
years. And yet I have heard so many 
people say they think it no longer 
right to bring children into this world. 
Why? Because of the wars, and the 
rumours of wars. Because they think 
it better not to live, than to live to be 
kitled or mutilated, perhaps in child- 
hood—or, after an atomic war, to be- 
come the first of what may be a lower 
species of humanity. 


_ This is the tragedy. We are living 
in an age when men are crying out 


ns 
“freedom from want, freedom from all perhaps—without the people to 


fear, 

working for those ends for the first 
time in history. And yet the destruc- 
tive potentiality of this age has never 
been surpassed. 


The majority of people think that 
war is not inevitable but tNat it is 


something which they personally have” 


no power to resist: the Germans, the 
Russians, the Americans or perhaps 
our own Government—-whoever they 
consider to be at fault—forces war on 
them and the¥ have no choice but to 
fall in with the rest of their country- 
men. 


I believe there is an alternative to 
war and domination; not a popular 
one, but it could be an effective one: 
the refusal to support those powers 
which you do not wish to see estab- 
lished, and enthusiasm and energy in 
supporting those movements through- 
out the world working for peace and 
the welfare of all. It-is simple, and it 
could be dynamic. 


PROPS OF WAR 


We must refuse to support war. 
Despite the fact that political leaders, 
of this or that country are always 
blamed for the occurrence of war, no 
war could ever be waged without the 
support of the common people. With- 
out soldiers willing to fight, men will- 
ing to make munitions, and most of 


= 


“Jsn’t that dress very old fashioned and uncomfortable, 


Sir?” 


“ Too true, my boy, too true, but I’m afraid . . .” 


“ Ah, that accounts for it, Sir.” 


(Cartoon by Mays) 


freedom of speech” and are soak up and pass on all the war pro- 


paganda and incentives given out by 
the daily Press, without the common 
people willing to be used as tools in 
this horrible machine of war, no war 
could ever be waged. It does depend 
on us. 


This is pacifism. I am told we are 
not ready for pacifism. It is some~- 
thing that works only if a majority 
wors it. I am told I cannot expect 
it now. And what can we expect? 
The logical ¢onclusion to be drawn 
from man’s present behaviour seems 
to be either that Communism or 
American Capitalism dominates the 
world, or that life is atomised and 
civilisation ceases to be. 


NEVER DEFEATED 


Well, I have no wish to see our 
country over-run by anyone. But the 
pacifist is never really defeated. 
There is far less likelihood of my 
becoming a slave to any dictatorial 
regime, whether its headquarters be 
in Westminster, Moscow or Washing- 
ton—far less likelihood that I shall 
become a tool serving any ideology 
in which I do not believe, than that 
the same should happen to my non- 
pacifist counterpart. 

The pacifist nation could never be de- 
feated, in that it conld never be made to 
work the will of an aggressor, and would 
therefore never be of any use to an 
aggressor. 

It would be willing to sacrifice, 
even its own life—though not in the 
chancy business of war, where not the 
best man but the strongest wins, and 
where the defeated nation, having 
sacrificed its manhood, then, turns 
round and works for those powers 
against whom it fought. 


WILLING TO SACRIFICE 


The pacifist nation would be willl 
to sacrifice, but only a madman woul 
inflict on that nation the’ number of 
casualties it would receive in another, 
war. And at the end he would have 
gained nothing. 


A pacifist is not a coward; he is 
one who is willing to die for his 
ideals but not to kill. It requires 
guts and self-sacrifice—quite as much 
as war—and above all it requires 
ability to stick it. It requires 2a 
higher type of man. Perhaps. But 
I maintain that man will have to 
make that jump in moral stature 
quicker than he thinks. 


THE YEARS AHEAD 


Well, pacifism will play a small 
part in shaping the events of the next 
few years, but the necessity of paci- 
fism will grow with those years,-and 
if we survive them men must morally 
jump to meet the needs of the times. 
The world cannot stand many more 
wars. That civilisation should blow 
itself to pieces is no longer a night- 
mare, it is a possibility. 

As a mother, I haver’t a great deal of 
time to speng on public plaforms, but I feel 
I would be neglecting my duty as a parent, if 
I neglecteq my duty as a peace lover. to do 
all I can to prevent another war—by talking; 
by combating the war propaganda of the 
Press; by ‘taking part in, and letting people 
know there is a peace movement; and that 
they can help to maintain a peaceful society. 
I want my children to have sufficient to eat. 
I want them to have nothing to fear if they 
hear a bump in the night. ... It is layed 
upon us all to work for peace. 
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Peace Offensive 


“ FT is one of the tragedies of Soviet 

policy,” writes The Economist 
(Feb. 4), “that its propaganda has 
emptied the great words of humanity 
—democracy, brotherhood, patriotism, 
peace—of practically all their mean- 
ing.’ The Economist is mistaken. 
Those great words ,;were emptted of 
their meaning lone before Soviet 
policy congealed in its present form. 
If any one man could be held respon- 
sible, he would be Lioyd George rather 
than Stalin. In fact, Communist 
propaganda, in its first phase, throve 
on the disillusion of a generation 
whose hopes had been blighted by the 
“old men” of Versailles. 


Ever since the French Declaration 
of the Rights of Man ushered in the 
Reign of Terror and twenty years of 
war, the common man has cherished 
a pathetic faith in the official procla- 
mation of ideals. It took Versailles 
to produce the mood of bitter'cynicism 
which found expression in Mem 
Kampf; Potsdam to forestall the 
enthusiasm which might have greeted 
UNO’s Declaration of Human Rights. 
The wonder is, not that the great 
words evoke little response today, but 
that they°evoke as much as they do. 


Stalin’s “‘ peace-offer ” to President 
Truman, for example, was the sheerest 
propaganda manoeuvre: designed at 
most to split the Western Allies, by 
enticing the still gullible President 
into some measure of, appeasement; at 
least to convey the impression, on 
both sides of the Iron Curtain, that 
only the Kremlin is thwarted in its 
efforts.to secure peace. Even if, as is 
possible, Stalin believes that the tide 
of revolution is now on the ebb, and 
that the moment has come to consoli- 
date his present lines, at any rate in 
the West—in the East there are still 
possibilities of advance, not only in 
China, where the offer to meet and 
discuss has come from the opposite 
side, but also in Indo-China and 
Burma—still, the signs of such a 
tactical change would have to be 
sought for in deeds, not words. The 
dismissal of General Markos would 
seem more eloquent than questions- 
and-answers furnished to an Ameri- 
can news-agency. “ Peace” has be- 
come a battle-cry in the cold war. 


And yet, despite all experience, 
there are people whe will take un this 
ery in the West: not just the 
Communists, who know quite well 
what they are doing, but thousands 


of simple folk who would be genuinely | 


distressed to know that they were 
taking sides at all, let alone which 
Shie it was. People who really believe 
that their leaders have only to get to- 
gether for problems to dissolve over- 
night—in a glass of vodka, perhaps. 
People who telieve in peace on the 


_. cheap. 


We pacifists are (or should be) 
proof against that illusion. If peace 
could be had without tears, it would 
have come long ago. -We, if anybody, 
know (or should know) that the price 
of peace is.as high as a moral revolu- 
tion. Were this not the fact, there 
would be less call for pacifism than 
there is. 


But we must take care how we 
prick the bubble. History has taught 
us that disillusion can be as dangerous 
as illusion. Too often, when their 
hopes are frustrated, men cease to 
' hope altogether, taking refuge from 
the risk-of disappointment in cynicism 
or nihilism. We must show them 
where their hopes are misplaced—in 
' the cold war, as in the hot, exposing 
the falsehoods of propaganda which- 
ever side it is on—but only as a pre- 
, liminary to showing them where they 

* may be placed rightly. The truth is 
often bitter, but seldom as bitter 


as a falsehood discovered too late. 


y 4 4 li ] 

ESPITE the publicity given 

to the Wroclaw Congress 
in this country, it is only 
through the Gospel Messenger 
of Jan. 22, that I have belatedly 
heard of the resolution formulated by 
certain Christians who were present: 
that “Henceforth no Christian 
(Catholic or Protestant) ‘conscien- 
tiously opposed to participation in 
war be conscripted for military train- 
ing or service in any nation.” 

The writer of the GM report, J. D. 

Roop, states: 


The delegate from Ceylon, James De- 
Silva saw it and said, “ Don't forget 
us Hindus; our prophet Buddha 
taught, ‘Have no part in the taking 
of life’ and our recent leader 
Gandhi freed one of the largest 
nations without firing @ gun.” 

The delegate from China said, “ You 
are overlooking our teacher Confu- 
cius, who by example led the Chinese 
people for hundreds of years away 
from war. If outsiders would quit 
meddling in China we could again 
have peace.” 


These were joined by the. Dean of 
Canterbury of England, who seid, 
“ Bingland set her CO's free to pray 
during World War ITI.” 


* 


I his own speech to the Congress, 
J. D. Roop spoke as follows: 


“Tam from America, State of Mary- 

land, near Washington, DC. I do not 
like the implication that Americans 
lack freedom. To prove that Ameri- 
‘cans enjoy freeddms denied some of 
you, I shall speak of mysel?. Judge 
for yourselves. 

“In 1917 when Christians in the name 
of patrietism in Germany shot down 
Christians for similar reasons from 
England and elsewhere, I vefused 
even to wear a military uniform. I 
was & conscientious objector. I 
found many beliefs represented in 
the dentention camm. The determina- 
tion to contribute nothing to the 
cause of war led some of us to prison. 


“ World War IT found me in the pul- 


News of Peace 


I APPRECIATE “The Miller’s ” re- 
marks about bias: on the other 
hand, I can’t help feeling that Peace 


News’ commentaries are a little too 
full of the world’s”threats. Couldn’t 
we sometimes have some news of 
peace in Peace News? 


It would be interesting to learn 
more about Alberta, where wonderful 
things are being done in spite of ,offi- 
cial opposition to financial reforms. 
Couldn’t we sometimes dwell on as- 
pects of the good life in Sweden or 
Switzerland—not only communal liv- 
ing experiments within these coun- 
tries but patterns of overall adjust- 
ment? 


I am sure this would be nourishing 
for the pacifist’s positive thought; for 
surely it is very important for us to 
remember that social life need_ not 
necessarily be a choice Setween Com- 
munism and Fascism, that there are 
other and better ways which are be- 
ing lived in this troubled world? 
Pacifists may often find it a very 
good pacific approach to the biased to 
talk about the “ other ways” instead 
of arguing about the hate-impreg- 
nated systems of totalitarianism. 


RONALD DEWSBURY. 


London, N.W.3. 


Task for pacifists 


HERE are many people in this 

country who are, anxious to give 
hospitality to German children for 
one or two months. International 
Help for Children has been bringing 
over for some months children from 
different parts of the British Zone 
and owing to the success of the visits 
a more comprehensive scheme is now 
being drawn up. 

This involves the setting up of 
small local groups in those towns in 
Britain where interest in this sort of 
relief work is greatest. These local 
groups or committees will be asked to 
find suitable. homes in their own 
neighbourhood which will offer hospi- 
tality to children between the ages of 
8-14. A minimum of 10 and a maxi- 
mum of 25 homes is required so that 
each party of children, by being kept 
together, will gain the greatest bene- 
fit and feel that sense of security 


* Distress Fund. 
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ET1ISE 226 
pit preaching from the Sermon on 
the Mount. Not only was I_un- 
molested but also my sons of draft 
age were not conscripted. Thank 
God, when the war was over, we had 
on our farm two heifers which we 
shipped to Poland. I hope they are 
still giving milk here. : 
“ Fer religious youth to step out of 
line in some countries brings severe 
penalties on the youth and the ad- 
viser. In America we recognise the 
right of the youth to take the con- 
seientious objector position. 


“ Not only my presence here should 
prove that we do.have freedom, but 
also that we can tell of Quakers, 
Mennonites, Dunkers, Methodists, 
Catholics and others who obeyed the 
lew of God vather than the war laws 
of man. ‘The weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal, but. mighty 
through God to the pulling down of 
strongholds, casting down reasonings 
and everything that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God.” 


* 


THE visit to London of Prof. Ulrich 

Noack, of Wurzburg’, has brought 
to some people’s notice for the first 
time a scheme which has provoked 
considerable discussion in Germany. 
in co-operation with Prof. Heinrich 
Schafer, Director of the Kirchoff 
Institute at Bad .Nauheitm, and a 
group of politicians, scientists and 
students of the Noack Seminary—the 
so-called ‘‘ Nauheim Circle ’—Prof. 
Noack has elaborated a plan for the 
neutralisation of Germany: He be- 
lieves that if partition were ended, on 
condition that Germany refrained 
from allying herself with either the 
Eastern or the Western Bloc, one of 
the chief causes of friction between 
the Great Powers would be removed. 
He foresees a chain of neutral States 
—Switzerland, Austria, Germany, 
Sweden, perhaps Finland—keeping 
apart, o1* possibly drawing together, 
the two competitors for world supre- 
macy. PN correspondent, Rolf Hoff- 
man, reports that thiS project has met 
with support in all four Zones of Ger- 
many. I hope Prof. -Noack was able 


Letters to 


which is so essential for their happi- 
ness. An adult leader will accom- 
pany each party and will need accom- 
modation in the same town as the 
children. 


The task of setting up at least 20 
of these local Committees is a heavy 
one, and we are anxious, therefore, to 
get in touch with those people who 
are likely to help us “with this prob- 
Jem. If you would be so kind as to 
give publicity to this letter in Peace 
News we feel 
people who would like to get in touch 
with us. We do not anticipate that 
the local committees would have any 
difficulty in finding suitable homes 
owing to the response received so far. 
But without local committees we are 
quite unable to accept isolated offers 
for these German children which 
reach us every week. 


Please write to me at the address 
below. 


JOHN. BARCLAY 
(Organising Secretary) 


International Help for Children, 
43 Parliament Street, 
London S.W.1. 


(We take the liberty of drawing the special 
attention of PPU Groups to the above appeal. 
During 1948, International Help for Children 
achieved its target of 1,000 hospitality homes 
for war-affected boys and girls from Britain, 
Greece, Italy, Germany, France and Belgium. 
The 1949 programme should be less difficult to 
fulfill thanks ‘to grants and donations 
amounting to £9,000 from the Lord Mayor's 
UN Appeal for Children Fund and Air Raid 
But it is not only money but 
personal assistance that is required. The 
long-term-effects of such assistance cannot be 
over-estimated.—Ed.) 


One sided Palestine 


[T is only right that Mr. Luddington 

should put the Zionist case against 
Mr. Bevin. But he seems to forget 
that there is an Arab point of view in 
this matter: a point of view which 
deserves some hearing since the Arabs 
were until very recently the most 
numerous element in Palestine’s popu- 
lation. It is the traditional habit of 
democrats to pay some regard to the 
wishes of majorities. 


Mr. Luddington speaks of Israel as 
a country the size of Wales with a 
population below a million. Since 
frontiers are not yet determined I do 


there must be many 


Se 


IT CAN BE DONE — 


(N New Year’s Day I set two 
> monthly targets before Peace 


News supporters: £85 for the Fund,” 


200 fresh subscribers to the papel” 
The immediate sequel to this appeal” 
was a January total well below the 
December one, and a decline of 3 pet 
cent. in the circulation! 


To offset these depressing ‘tidings, comes @ 7 


letter from a reader in Lancashire. “ While ' 
71 is rather old to COMMENCE street-sellings — 
with the help of a younger friend, we wer 
able to dispose of 21 copies “—outside the — 
local music-hall between first and second ‘ 
houses! ‘“ We shall tackle it again,” he adds, 
“TY shows that it CAN be done in large oF 
small town...” 2 1 
supporters ag young and energetic as this one 
Is it really teo much to expect, that Wwe 


shall be in a position by March to issue # ~ J 


paper more worthy of the contributors and 
distributors who give their services freely 
the cause? ~ 
THE EDITOR 
Contributions since Jan. 24: £12 4s. 1d 
Total for 1949: £32 19s. Od. 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peacé 
News Ltd. and address them to the 
Accountant, Peace News. 3 Blackstock Ras 
N.4. t 


ae 


to get it a hearing among the framers 
of British Foreign Policy. We might 
even consider joining the Neutral 
Bloc ourselves. 


* 


WWHY is everybody so cross with | 
¥¥ Sweden for refusing to join the” 
Atlantic Pact? Sweden has nothing” 
to gain and everything to lose by 80” 
doing. Were she to join, Finland 
would promptly be annexed by Soviet 
Russia, and she herself would stand 
in the front-line in any future wal; 
So long as she sticks to the policy © 
armed neutrality, she can postpone 
the annexation of Finland, and retaim 


Yes it can—where there are 


the bare possibility, at least, of emerg- Vj 


ing unscathed once more. To expect 
Sweden to come in is to expect a dey 
gree of self-sacrifice which no nation, 
at any time, has displayed. Those 
who accuse her of selfish isolationisny 
however, might profitably be reminde 
that Swedish aid to Europe in the last 
three years has amounted to more per” 
head of the population than Americam 
aid itself. 


not see how he can possibly know any- 
thing of the kind. 


Of course I should be glad if Dr.) 


Bunche’s remark about a better spirit 
developing on both Jewish and Arab 
sides turns out to be true. Reconcilia- 
tion is the goal. And I suggest that 
reconciliation is not helped by those 


“ Progressives ” here and in America § 


who only see the Zionist or Israel 


ease. 
MAURICE CRANSTON 


10 Wellington Square, 
Oxford. 


Big Two viewpoint 


WE have ali been hearing with 4 


interest of. President Truman’s 
invitation to Mr. Stalin to meet him 
in Washington, and Mr. Stalin$s 
counter-invitation to Mr. Truman t@ 
meet him in Russia or a neighbouring 
country. It seems that neither wil 


compromise his dignity, by venturing 
on the other’s terrain, and the whole | 
‘ It has @ 
,been suggested that’ a meeting «of @ 
“neutral” territory might be accept; | 
able to both without loss of “face, 7] 
more apropriate that” 


idea may break down on this. 


and where 
Britain, likely 


enough to be thé 


t 
| 
q 


The Miller] 


the Editor — 4 


battlefield if it comes to blows be- j 


tmeen them? 
May. I’ urge all readers of Peace” 
News to write without delay to thé 
Prime Minister and to their M.P» 
surgesting that the British GoverD- 
ment should issue an invitation t0 
President Truman and Mr. Stalin 1 
meet in London for their discussion. 
D. MARTIN DAKIN 


61 Suttons Lane, 
Hornchurch Essex. 


ESSENTIAL READING 
FOR ACTIVE-PACIFISTS © 


THE PPU 
JOURNAL 


MONTHLY FOURPENCE 


From Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, |] 
N.4, or from your local PPU Group 
(Postage 1id.). ! 
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_ won't.” 


AN EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD C.O. writes 


Dear Schoolfriend, 


HERE are many difficulties 
which one encounters when 
One is trying to make up one’s 
Mind about conscientious objec- 
tion. I took about four years to 
decide. Perhaps some of my 
difficulties and such solutions as 
I can offer may be of help to 


you. 


I suppose my first awakenings 
were in the school JTC. I felt that 
150 boys marching about in khaki, 
taxing it all so seriously, was really 
very funny. Then I began to feel 
that this, and playing bears amongst 
the bushes was not really funny but 
Yather a tragic waste of time and 
effort—being productive of nothing 
Save dirty uni#orms. I was then in- 
formed that “we must take it more 
Seriously.” This I did. It led me to 
believe not only in the futility of the 
effort but also of the end. 


However, when I argued in the 
Common Room it was soon apparent 
that 99 per cent. there and the world 
over did not share my views on the 
futility of fighting and were not ex- 
actly open to persuasion. I was told 
“There will always be people and 
nations who want to fight. Your] 
ideas are OK so long as everybody 
lays down their arms but everybody 
This I perceived to be true 
and for some time I was flummoxed. 


* 


Being at that time still full of, the 
patriotism which had been instilled 
by history books and a prep-school 
training { thought in this manner. 
“Since England is the greatest 
country she should lay down her 
arms and as it were sacrifice herselt. 
I thought it might be possible to 
fet a majority of English people to 
refuse to fight. This seemed a very 
right though an inordinately difficult 
thing to do. 

But I was, presented with this 
difficulty. Even were a majority 
eventually prepared to submit to 
possible slavery, was it right that 
they should sacrifice a minority who 


hospital. 


would rather fight. This worried me 
for a long time. I saw that one 
could not be a pacifist alone; that by 
ones very action one was asking 
others to do likewise, and that the 
presence of a pacifist was a challenge 
and a rebuke. 

It was upon the solution of this 
difficuly that I finally decided to be- 
come a CO. A friend pointed out to 
me that Christ not only sacrificed 
Himself on the Cross—-He also sac~ 
rificed His disciples and indeed al] the 
saints and martyrs through the ages 
who have accepted the challenge of 
“Love at all cost.” 


So you see it does not essentially 
matter what everyone else does but 
what you do. You will necessarily 
involve everyone in your decision, but 
after all those who :go to war like- 
wise involve those who believe in 
non-violence. 

* 


Haying decided to become a CO 
and presuming you- have not come 
from a pacifist background you will 
surely be soon amongst the rocks of 
personal relations. 


Your parents are annoyed. They 
either tell you you have no sense of 
duty or coldly despise you and let 
you go. “You will come round,” 
they say. You have let them down. 
Your elder sister says rather more 
directly, “ Aren’t you being a little 
pompous and self-righteous? Can’t 
you see how its worrying. everyone? 
Won't you go into the Army to save 
Daddy gettirfg apoplexy?” 

You will be asked, “Are you ‘the 
only one who is right and is every 
one else wrong?” You will be told, 
“You’re not really a conchy, not with 
your sense of humour.” “The army 
would do you a lot of good.” “I be- 


st 


lieve you are afraid of meeting rough 
types.” ; 

From those better disposed towards 
you you will receive ‘“ advice.” 
“Well there isn’t a war on now and 


ay An Open Letter to a School Friend 
@ 


N February 26, boys of eighteen must register for Military 


Service. 


They have the right to register as conscientious 


objectors but very few are aware of that right, fewer still know 


of the existence of an international pacifist movement. 


Their 


last, years at school give them a chance to think over this issue 
—A, Bright-Paul, an eighteen-year-old CO who has recently 
left school, has written this open letter to his schoolfriends 
telling of some of the problems which face the schoolboy war- 


resister. 


one can get quite lot of good out 
of the Army. Why not have a go? 
Learn a trade and see the world at 
the Government’s expense and go to 
a University on a grant when you 
come out.” “ We’re all conchies at 
heart. But didn’t Our Lord say, 
‘Suffer it to be so now.’¥ “If you 
are a conchy you are branded for 
life. What about your career? 
What are you going to say when 
asked what you did iff the war? 
That you were in Wormwood Scrubs 
when they were having their guts 
shot out?” “What good is going to 
prison going to do? I believe you 
feel a bit of a hero.” 


Well, these could and in fact do 
go on endlessly. JI suppose the 
natural thing to do is go hot under 
the collar and explain somewhat 
heatedly what fools they are. How- 
ever, I think most of us find out 
sooner or later that this does not 
bring about the reign of Love any 
quicker. Each pacifist has to answer 
these questions in his own way, but 
one thing is certain that it is no good 
getting angry. After all the ques- 
ions - are quite sensible and need 
serious consideration: a little extra 
thought doesn’t harm most of us. 


Yours sincerely, 


February 11, 1949, PEACE NEWS—3 


PUBLICATIONS 
RECEIVED 


Standards of Success, by Teresina 
R. Havens, and Studies in Christian 
Enthusiasm, by Geoffrey. F. 
Nuttall, Pendle Hill Publications. 

PPPERESINA ROWELL HAVENS 

outlines here the “standards of 
success” defined by a number of 
religious teachers in various parts of 
the world. Her quotations are as 
well chosen as her exposition is con- 
crete and clear. Only in the last two 
chapters, in which she applies the 
moral to western civilisation, with its 
materialistic values, does she lapse 
into triteness—perhaps because the 
subject is too big to be covered in 
so short a space. It would have been 
better to let the contrasting examples 


speak for themselves. “ Standards 
of Success” remains a pamphlet 
which the reader will wish to keep 

Geoffrey Nuttall’s studies of 


several types of “ enthusiast” among 
the early Quakers is also exceed- 
ingly stimulating. It is a warning 
to those who think that a great and 
influential society ean originate with- 
out that proselytising fervour and 
self-sacrifice which, however uncouth 
and extravagant they may appear in 
some of their manifestations, are 1n- 
separable from a passionate “ 
cern.” 

Both these admirably-produced 
booklets can be obtained from the 
Friends Book Centre, Euston Road, 
N.W.1., by subscribing 10s. for the 
series to which they belay 


Mental Health To-day VINCENT 


OST of our County mental 

hospitals now -have a 
modern annexe, a light airy 
building, similar to any other 
The majority of men- 
tally unstable people, however, 
are still crowded into great 
gloomy barracks behind grim 
and forbidding walls. 


The mental hospital is at a dis- 
advantage, in several ways, compared 
with ordinary hospitals. The general 
hospital is able to discharge most of 
their incurable patients, and those who 
have reached a certain stage of con- 
valescence. The mental hospital, how- 
ever,, must retain its incurables, whom 
it can offer little except restraint and 
confinement. It is handicapped by the 
fact that practising psychiatrists are 
still very very few. Psychiatry is still 
an infant science, accurate and effec- 
tive in diagnosis, but less so in treat- 
ment and cure. 

I have written elsewhere—I hope 
with gratitude—of the treatment 
which I myself received in a mental 
hospital. Hypnotic treatment, com- 


STUDENT 
FEDERALISTS 
SPAN EUROPE 


QGEVERAL World Student Fede- 
ralist Congresses have been held 
in Europe this winter, others are 
being planned for later in 1949, in- 
cluding those at Naples and Copen- 
hagen in the Spring and a big 
festival in Switzerland in August. 
At the Christmas Study Institute 
in Paris work was done by two com- 
missions, Qnhe on Food and Agri- 
culture and another on Colonies. In 
Germany the students were guests of 
ISSF, the German section of World 
Student Federalists. After a con- 
gress in Dusseldorf they went on to 
Aachen, Cologne and Bonn, where 
they were officially received by 
municipalities and universities. ’ 
It has been decided to organise 
international student exchange on a 
large scale this year, emphasis being 
laid upon the need for adequate re- 
search into “problems of federation 
and effective education of the public 
in the idea of World Federal 
Government. . 
Federalists attending these congresses in- 
cluded students from Austria, Poland, Swit- 
zerland, Germany, France Norway, Luxem- 
bourg, Holland, Italy, Burma, West Africa, 
Ceylon, the United States and Britain. 
President of World Student Federalists is 
Sir John Boyd-Orr. In Britajn there are 
now university groups at Oxford, Cambridge, 
Glasgow, London, Birmingham, Liverpool] and 
Nottingham. 


bined with the use of drugs, wrought 
what was for me something like a 
miracle. I believe that hypnosis has 
a very great future in the treatment 
of disease. However, I was one of 
the fortunate ones. There are many 
mental patients who seem to profit 
little by treatment of any kind. 

A further very important factor is 
that treatment is very often given too 
late. In my own case the agony of the 
war years, when I was seeking medi- 
cal aid which did not seem to be forth- 
coming, has left its ineffaceable mark. 
The ordinary medical practitioner 
seems badly equipped to recognise the 
early symptoms of mental illness. 
Many a patient, in need of institu- 
tional treatment, comes away from the 
doctor’s surgery with a bottle of tonic 
bis will not be of the slightest 
value, 


PATIENT AND DOCTOR 


This is not entirely the doctor’s 
fault. The mental patient is naturally 
a little incoherent in describing his or 
her symptoms Many a man or 
woman, in really dire need of sym- 
pathetic help, is able to say nothing 
more than, “I do feel ill.” In many 
cases, the very symptoms repel. The 


patient is bad-tempered, irritable, un-- 


able to concentrate, a bad worker, and 
an unpleasant companion in the home. 
The doctor has what seem to be much 
more urgent cases on his books, con- 
finements, accident cases, patients with 
cancer and TB. » 

Yet it is precisely here that we meet 
the pathos of the mental case. The 
man. or woman drifts on, not realising 
at first, the need for medical treat- 
ment. Work and play both become a 
burden. Financial anxieties follow, 
by virtue of the fact that the patient 
is unable to work efficiently, and these 
financial worries bring new depression 
and despair. There may be Sexual 
complications, perversions, or psy- 
chological abnormalitiesof one kind or 
another. Often, the web is such a 
tangled one that it is impossible to say 
to what extent these complications are 
thé effect of the illness, and to what 
extent they are the cause of it. The 


important thing is that hundreds of | 


people do not get much-needed méntal 
treatment until it is too late to be of 
much use, and a great many never 
get treatment at all. The patient is 
unlikely to be sufficiently forceful to 
insist on being sent to a psychiatric 
clinic, while the doctor, in a great 
many cases, fails to recognise the need 
for such action. 


. STOCK PHRASES 


¢ ‘ 
During the years when my wife and. 


I were brought to. desperation 
and despair, I became well acquainted 
with the stock phrases, “A little off 
colour,” “A trifle run down.” It is 
in one respect fortunate that I reached 


the point of utter collapse when insti- 
tutional treatment became inevitable. 


What of the future? Technicalities 
like replacing the Board of Control by 
a new department of the Ministry of 
Health will not help a great deal. 
‘vhe attitude of the public towards 
mental illness is still extremely unen- 
lightened. The mentally unstable are 
feared and misundérstood, and a 
stigma still attaches: to treatment in 
menta]-hospitals. In many instances, 
a kind of contagion occurs with the 
mentally unstable, in that husbands, 
wives, children, and other relatives 
become ill through having to minister 
to their loved ones over long periods 
of time. 

Nothing is more harrowing and de- 
pressing than to watch one’s kindred 
gradually changing under the stress 
and strain of mental handicaps. It is 
all the worse, very often, because the 
patient must continue his or her em- 


ployment, and “put a brave face on d 


things” outside, which means that 
the full burden is known only in the 
family circle. 


It would seem that the most impor- — 


tant thing is to make the psychiatrist 
much more accessible to the ordinary 
person. For many people, out-patient 


treatment means the -expense and. 


worry of a long journey to a town 
some miles away, and the man or 


woman already shattered by anxiety 


and depression may be almost in- 
capable of facing the travelling, the 
hours of waiting, and the other incon- 
veniences which still surround our out- 
patient system, and prevent easy 
access to any specialist. 

It is certain that a great deal of 
crime, very many suicides, as well as 
broken marriages, separations and 
divorces, are the direct result of men- 
tal illnesses of one kind or another. 
So far as one can judge, very little 
money is spent on research of the 
necessary kind. The nation would 
save materially, quite apart from the 
inhuman suffering, if researth into 
mental illness, and its treatment,. were 
to be substantially extended. 


. 


WIGMORE 
HENRY HOLST 


and ’ 


FRANK MERRICK 


WED., FEB. 16, at 7. 


Somata in F (K.377) 
Sonata in A minor, Op. 28 
Sonata No. 2 
(First London performance) 

Sonatina in E, 0 
Rondean brilliant, 
Tickets: 
at Hall (Wel. 2141) & Agents. 


pt 80 ..cjoeeeren 
Op. 70 
12s., 9s., 


Schubert 


6s., 3s. 
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WORLD NEWS OF THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE 


INDONESIA 


Dutch Church 


speaks 


IE General Synod of the 

Dutch Church have issued 
a statement confessing — their 
failure to raise their voice in op- 
position to the policy of the 
Netherlands Government in In- 
donesia and calling on_ the 
Government to cease military 
activities “regardless of Dutch 
interests.” 

“We confess that in our relation to 
the Indonesian people we, as a Church 
and as a people, have been serving 
ourselves much more than recognising 
them: as our fellow creatures and 
loving them... 

“All obstacles to a voluntary and 
free agreement between Holland and 
Indonesia must be removed.” 


The statement, issued on Jan. 14, 
concludes with these words: “In the 
faith of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we 
are united-with the Churches in. Indo- 
nesia. who confess the same Lord and 
Redeemer. He alone makes really 
free and willing to serve.” 


The text of the Memorandum was 


sent to Peace News by Pastor Krijn- 


Strijd “as a post script” to his front 
page article which appeared in Peace 
News on Jan. 7. 

“YT think it important,” he writes, 
“to show the readers of Peace News 
that the Church in Holland has 
spoken, though not as radically as 
many people here wished.” 


Labour rank and file 
votes 


From a correspondent. 


BY 1,888 votes against 1,324 (88 

blank votes) the Indonesia Con- 

ference called by the Dutch Labour 

Party (Partij van de Arbeid) at 

Amsterdam on Jan. 17, passed a reso- 

' Jution deploring military action in 
Indonesia. 

The rank and file of the Labour 
Party have thus shown that, contrary 
to reports appearing in the foreign 
Press, all Dutch Socialists are not 
supporting the Labour Ministers who 

| had the approval of the Council of the 
» Dutch Labour Party for their Indo- 
nesia policy. 


_ Reminder of Dutch promises 


PRE Norwegian section of the War 
Resisters’ International protested 

to the Dutch Legation in Oslo at the 
Military action in Indonesia. They 

’ have also asked the WRI’s Interna- 
tional Headquarters in England to in- 

» vite all sections to take similar action. 


WRI Headquarters have issued a 

" memorandum briefly outlining events 

! in Indonesia during the past seven 
yi) years. It points out that in 1942, 
‘when the whole of Indonesia was 
under Japanese occupation, Queen 
Wilhelmina made a public promise of 
-home rule. It was frequently 
repeated. 


London hears case for 
World Government 


“1900 years too late’”—-Dr. Soper 


A 


N enthusiastic audience packed the Kingsway Hall on 
Tuesday, Feb. 1, to hear practical proposals for a People’s 


World Convention in 1950 organised by the Crusade for World 


Government. 


The immediate steps to be 
taken were outlined by George 
Rogers, MP for North Kensing- 


ton, as follows: 

A National Ballot to be held in 
England in 1950, to elect thirty- 
eight representatives to the People’s 
World Convention. The target was 
ten million voters, and many volun- 
tary workers weuld be needed to 
organise the ballot through ten 
regional offices. Candidates would 
be selected by the Crusade’s Parlia- 
mentary Committee, and names 
already put forward included Lord 
Beveridge, Sir John Boyd Orr and 
Dr. Donald Soper. Simultaneous 
elections would be held in as many 
different countries as possible, and 
this country might well give a 
lesson in democracy to the whole 
world. 

SECURITY FROM WAR 

The principal speaker was Lord 
Beveridge, who emphasised the need 
for security from war and fear of 
war. An essential condition of stop- 
ping war, he said, was the creation of 
a Federal World Government, more 
powerful than any national govern- 
ment: its function would be the pre- 
vention of war by means of compul- 
sory arbitration, backed by an inter- 
national court and police-force. At 


.| present no such agency existed and its 


creation was our most uregent need. 
“You can’t leave it to your 
grandchildren,” said Lord Bever- 
idge— or you may not have any.” 

The only possible way to get World 
Government was to mobilise the popw- 
lar, universal demand to stop war and 
give ordinary people the means of 
expressing this demand. 

A passionate appeal for World 
Government from the Christian 
standpoint came from , Rev. Dr. 
Donald Soper. World government, 
he said, was already nineteen hun- 
dred years too late; it was the root 
and substance of the Christian 
philosophy, and war was the mark of 
our most dreadful failure. We could 
not afford to wait for the power to 
come from above; we must act now 
as individuals and initiate our own 
programmes as a leaven within the 
lump. It was literally a matter of 
life and death. 

FROM BUCHENWALD 


A weleome visitor from France was 
Claude Bourdet, editor of the news- 
paper “Combat” which has given so 
much publicity to world-citizen 
Garry Davis. .A former member of 
the resistance, and prisoner at 
Buchenwald, M. Bourdet is now fight- 
ing for the ideal of human brother- 
hood. People everywhere, he de- 
clared, were sick of being told whom 
to hate. The appeal of World 
Government, the unity of all man- 
kind, could provide a new sentimental 


- Finnish Government grants 
£200 for anti-conscription 


‘ HE Finnish Peace Society has 
+ 5 been campaigning actively for the 
te abolition of conscription in Finland, 
and for total disarmament. Never- 
' theless during the financial year 
|» 1948-49, it has received a grant from 
)* the State of £200. 
hy 60h sThe Peace Society, which main- 
|) tains close contact with the War Re- 
fsisters’ International and with the 
ie World Federation of United Nations 
' Associations, has 20 local branches 
)) and over 2,000 members. Its chair- 
/ man, Dr. Felix Iversen, takes a pro- 
* minent part in a “Joint Council on 
> Peace Problems,” m which 18 different 
) organisations, with a combined mem- 
» bership of half a million, are co- 
Operating. T-wo periodicals, aré pub- 
lished, one in Finnish and the Gher in 


FROM THE NORDIC COUNTRIES 


In Brief 


“To the Gates of Hell” is the title 
of a film which is being shown in cine- 
mas all over Sweden: Based largely 
on the speeches of the American 
atomic expert, Professor Urey, it con- 
tains authentic pictures from Pro- 
fessor Siegbahn’s Institute for Atomic, 
Research. 

cd 3k * 

At a meeting of,the Council of the 
Danish No More War movement in 
January it was decided to send the 
following message to the Government: 

“Conscious of the seriousness of the 
present political situation and of Scan- 
dinavia’s responsibility for preserving 

Peace, we urgently appeal against bind- 

ing our country to military commitments, 

_whether to our Scandinavian neighbours 

- or to the Western bloc, instead of con- 
tinuing a policy of unconditiona] neutral- 
ity and peace.” 

The message was broadcast on the 
Danish radio and published in many 


of the national and local papers. 


impulse that would spread like a 
chain reaction. There was no choice 
but one world or none. The only 
crusade was the crusade for World 
Government; no future war could be 
a crusade, for geither side. Its 
technical and psychological effects 
would prevent this. 

“People look for an authority not 
smeared by the blood of millions ’— 
said M. Bourdet—“ and the voice -of 
a World Assembly would be heard 
and taken as gospel.” 

It was the answer to both Russia 
and America, and to provide a com- 


GREEK AND GERMAN TOO 


Henrik Paledefkis, a Greek at present 
living in Switzerland, termed himself a 
world citizen when applying for an IRO 
pass to go to Paris in order to meet 
Garry Davis. 

* *k * 


Four political editors of the Badischen 
Neusten Nachrichten, in Karlsruhe, have 
asked for a world citizen pass at the 
German Central “Office of the World Citi- 
zen Movement. 


Ed % ok 


All editors of the German-speaking 
service of the American United Press 
want to obtain World. Citizen passes. 

* * * 

In Starnberg, Bavaria (at MHe$nrich 
Wielandstr 5), an International World 
Citizen League has been formed for all 
peace-loving people. It will be a branch 
of the movement led by Garry Davis. 

oe * Ey 


_ Prof. Paul A. Schilpp (USA) speak- 
ing on the problem of World Government 
recently im Germany quoted Kant, the 
famous philosopher, ag already standing 
for world federation in 1795. 
* * “oe 

James P. Warburg, who formerly held 
a, key position in the Information Sec- 
tion of the US Defence Ministry recently 
declared that the German problem could 
only be solved by a new system of world - 
government. 


a eT 


mon ideology was much more import- 
ant than guns or bombs. The idea 
was alreaay spreading rapidly , in 
France, Germany and Italy, and it 
was the one hope for Europe to be- 
come once more the intellectual and 
spiritual centre of the Western 
world. 

In a recording flown from Paris on 
the afternoon of the meeting, Garry 
Davis said that his opinion was the 
same as that held by all ordinary 
people, whether they lived in, Paris, 
Philadelphia or Stalingrad. He said 
it was easy to see why peace had not 
yet begun, because statesmen are still 
trying to solve the problems in terms 
of national interests. 

He said that by giving up his 
American citizenship, he did not imply 
that national citizenship was incom- 
patible with World citizenship. What 
he did want to imply as forcibly as 
possible, was that today, National 
citizenship is not enough. He pledged 
his support for the Peoples World 
Constituent Assembly, 1950, “ Let’s 
get on with it.” 

Chairman of the meeting was 
Alderman William Newman, JP, a 
miner with fifty years service. The 
collection amounted to £328 14s. 3d., 
including two donations of fifty 
pounds. 

All interested in the movement are 
invited to contact the London District 
Office at 44 Bloomsbury Street, W.C.1, 
and to register their names as 
“ crusaders.” , 

M. T. 


t RENOUNCE WAR AND ! WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member.’ js 
‘the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to, 


P.P.U, HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St.. WCt 


CONSCRIPTION 
FOR AUSTRIA? 


By ‘Central European Observer’ | 


hie resumption of prepara- ) | 
tory talks on an Austrian 


Peace Treaty by the Deputies 


of Foreign Ministers of the 

Big Four ” was due to begin 
in London on Feb. 9. After the 
recognition of the democratically 
elected, independent Austrian Gov- 
ernment by the Great Powers the 
long delay in the conclusion of @ 
Treaty is neither logically nor 
politically justifiable. 


Friends of Austria, who are aware 
of the abnormal conditions 
prevailing in the fourth year after ~ 
the collapse of Nazi rule, ardently © 
hope that the cultured, gifted and 
benevolent Austrian population 
will be given the chgnce of a final 
consolidation of their political and. 
economic life by the conclusion 0 
a Treaty as soon as possible. 


There is every argument in favour 
of a rapid conclusion of a Peace 
Treaty, but one point—mainly 
insisted upon by the Austrian Social 
Party—deserves attention and 
comment: should conscription be 
permitted in Austria? It is really 
surprising that Austrian Social- 
ists, after their experience in the 
1930’s, should come forward with 
such a strange proposal. They 
know what happened when the 
Powers finally granted the amend- 
ment of the Peace Treaty of 1919 
(St. Germain) to Chancellor 
Schuschnigg “in order that Austria 
might be enabled to defend her 
independence”: the introduction of 
conscription proved to be a disaster 
hot only for Austria but also for 
the Western Allies, as Hitler was 
able to utilize the re-militarized 
Austrian youth for his conquest. 


In democratic countries, and Austria 
is a democratic Republic, the intro- 
duction of conscription should not 
be permitted. without a plebiscite. 
There is no doubt that a large pro- 
portion of the Austrian population, 
probably the majority, is against: 
re-militarisation. The Austrian 
people know that their frontiers 
cannot be “defended” even if the 
whole population were to be armed 
to the teeth. Why not try another 
way, by declaring the eternal 
neutrality of Austria, guaranteed. 
by the Four Powers and _ safe- 
guarded by the United Nations? 


The fallacious argument of a “ mili- 
tary vacuum ” after the withdrawal 
of the forces of the “Big Four,’” 
so often used to frighten children 
of strategy, is an empty phrase. 
Austria will not be permitted to 
possess Panzer, heavy artillery, 
“euided missiles” and all the 
modern weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. | Even if she established a 
conscript army, spending enormous 
sums which could be better used 
for raising the standard of living 
of her population, in no circum- 
stances could she defend her 
frontiers alone. In the interest of 
Austria, which should not become a” 

. pawn of the Great Powers, the per- 
nicious suggestion of conscription 
should be dropped. 


CONSCIENCE MUST 
DECIDE, say Germans 


HE Western Germany Parliamen- 

_ tary Council has approved a Bill 
which decrees that no German can be 
forced against his will to serve as a 
soldier or undergo military service of 
any kind or take part in war with 
weapons. Conscientious objectors 
have been legally acknowledged by the 
almost unanimous agreement of all 
parties (only two votes against). 

No German who refuses to do mili- 
tary service can be punished or ac- 
cused of an unpatriotic attitude or of 
sabotaging national interests. Only 
the conscience of a free man may de- 
cide whether he is ready to kill his 
fellow men at the command of tHe 
State. 

Another important law, to be intro- 
duced in 1958, establishes and guaran- 
tees the full equality of men and 
women in publie life. 


ver’ 


‘ed 
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TRIP VAN WINKLE 


HYHIS film was produced by 
— the pupils of the Todd 
Mhool, Woodstock, Illinois. 
ley did everything: writing, 
music, direction, acting. That 
the film shows an occasional 
Mudity is not, therefore, sur- 
mMsing ; it would be a miracle if 
Mdid not. What remains is a 
ibstantial degree of achieve- 
lent, of considerable merit. 


The film is designed as propaganda 
wt the idea of World Government. 


MP van Winkle symbolises the Ameri-, 


people, sleeping in a refusal to 
ae difficulties and dangers, but pre- 
tied finally with the challenge: 
World Government or the atom bomb. 
laturally the film does not, in its half- 
Mur run, develop a full argument. 


} In my judgment the film starts 
“idly and there is some risk of bore- 
ym in the early stages, particularly 
m the less polished part is the first 
art. But once it is well under way, 
mid developing a definite technique, 
» commands attention and creates 


merest. 


(Rip van Winkle is presumably: de- 
sened for showing at meetings and in 
farch halls, institutes and similar 
ices where ideas are discussed. It 
48 a weakness, from this point of 
Mew, in that it is very vague about 
hat idea it is putting forward. It 
Mtents itself with some clesing 
Ords about Federation and a quota- 
"on from Tennyson. y 


Ow because I know some people 
ve adopted Tennyson as a_post- 
MMous vice-president of several 
Srld Goyernment bodies, and because 

Now that the word Federation has 
@ More clear-cut “definition in the 
Mates than here, and because I know 
HO was sponsoring the show I saw, 
“en I was able to deduce the ,World 
rnment moral. But include this 


al 


WEN YEARS AGO 


| From Peace News, Feb. 10, 1939. 
|, The pitiful legion which during the 
W8t week has trudged wearily over 
pte Pyrenees, to sanctuary in France 
Om the advancing Franco armies, is 
me lntest terrible addition to the 
Weady vast problem of Hurope’s 


gees. 
Y Phree hundred thousand of them— 
12r-wracked and weary men, women 
md childreun—join in impoverished 
wile the other hundreds of thousands 
Mor whom there is no freedom under 
me Fascist rule. The Lord 
“tldwin Fund for Refugees is now 
“Oring the £400,000 mark. 


SPLEASE READ CAREFULLY 
ATEST TIME for copy: Monday 


f 


a A World Goverment film 


film, without introduction, say into a 
programme of shorts, and it could 
stand for any of the several remedies 
which various idealists have for the 
world’s ills. A warning to the com- 
mon man that he has constantly been 
deluded, that he really must wake up, 
and that the common man everywhere 
must get together in, brotherhood, is 
the epitome of the aims of most 
societies existing to put the world 
right. 


PROPAGANDA VALUE 


The question arises whether a film 
of this kind—particularly an impor- 
tation—is likely to make any converts. 
My guess is no. It proves the enthu- 
siasm for World Government, of the 
pupils of the Todd School, it proves 
that some of them have a real talent 
for caricature, it is likely to be of 
some interest to World Government 
devotees and others. It might prove 
a draw at a meeting. Standing on its 
own it is not, I think, likely to bring 
many people to a belief in World 
Government. 

However, I hope the friends of 
World Government will use this film 
and try what it can do. Not because 
I personally believe in World Govern- 
ment: I am allergic to the idea. But 
because I would rather see people 
thinking about World Government 
than about nothing much. And if they 
think about World Government they 


-may then go on to take the sensible. 


course of thinking about. But, 
stop, this. belongs. to other pages of 
Peace News, 


Greatness comes to 
Camden Town 


T has long been argued whether a 
critic should act merely as an in- 


terpreter or whether he should be a a 


kind of unofficial Public Relations 
Officer or even publicity man. I am 
not going into the pros’ and cons of 
this: I am unashamedly going to ad- 
vise anybody who reads these words, 
if they can possibly do so, to make 
one or more visits to the Bedford 
Theatre,- Camden Town, where the 
Donald Wolfit Company is giving a 
season of Shakespeare. 


SHAKESPEARE’S MACBETH— 


Already they have given The Mer- 
chant of Venice and Macbeth; the 
former is to be repeated, and they will 
also be doing Othello, Twelfth Night, 
Much Ado About Nothing and King 


Lear. Shakespeareans will probably 
want no introduction to Mr. Wolfit, 
but if there remain any who have not 
seen his performances, for them I 
want to assert that here is greatness. 
I wyite of past performances: I have 
not visited ‘the present season, and 
will say that Wolfit’s Macbeth seems 
to me to be Shakespeare’s Macbeth; 
he plumbs the full depths of the poetry 


Edited by 
Roger Page 


and terror and tragedy. He leaves by 
a flight of stairs to slay Duncan; he 
returns down those same stairs a 
different man. In the brief interim 
the ywniverse has gone awry, and Mace- 
beth has absorbed all the thoughts 
and philosophy which later he will 
give us in miraculous language. 


AND WOLFIT’S LEAR 


-It is, however, in the part of Lear 
that Wolfit reaches. the greatest 
heights and ranges right through 
human emotion. Tenderness, fierce- 
ness, pride, querulousness, one by 
one Wolfit uses them to his purpose. 
In countless hours of theatregoing I 
can think of no moment that so 
grips the mind and stays in -the 
meniory as his curse, and J think it 
facet, not merely opinion, that no Lear 
has so mastered the- elements. When 
Wolfit rages at the storm it is not 


just a ranting actor and a thunder- | 


sheet rattled in the wings; it is a 
vital-clash of elemental forees. ~ 


But why should I write like this: | 


I may be wrong. Try everything 
once—Camden Town is a mere few 
minutes from the West End. 


Strindberg Centenary 


THE work of the enterprising 
Tavistock Little Theatre has been 
mentioned here before. They have 
taken their part in the Strindberg 
Centenary celebrations with perform- 
ances of Easter. I can but record 
this; illness prevented me seeing, aS 
I intended to do, what must have 
been of great interest. The play is 
being repeated an Feb. 11 and 12. 


Department of Penance 


In writing last time about child- 
yen’s plays I ridiculously forgot 
Peter Pan. I am daily Walking bare- 
foot from the Kensington Gardens 


} 
{ 
| 
i 
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Pacifist Profiles 


XXVI 
LRICH HERZ, born 
Germany in 1913, 


in 
has 


|been a pacifist ever since he 


read Tolstoy at the age of fif- 
teen. He was a member of the 
Friedensgesellschaft Youth 
Section, and, after Hitler’s ac- 


|cession to power, leader of a 


similar organisation in Austria. 

When his studies were again in- 
terrupted by the 
Anschluss, he 
migrated to 
Sweden: and 
there, whilst 
reading philo- 
sophy and _his- 
tory, psychology 
and _ _ political 
economy, man- 
aged a home for 
refugees asso- 
ciated with ‘the 
famour Birka- 
garden Settle- 
ment, at that 
time directed by its founder, Natanael 
Beskow, the doyen of Swedish_paci- 
fism. He also worked in the Settle- 
ment itself, and started the Swedish 
branch of the Service Civile Inter- 
nationale (IVSP). 

Already in Austria, he had con- 
tacted the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national. In 1987, he attended its 
| conference at Copenhagen, and later 
helped to organise the summer Camps 
for Scandinavian members. With the 
outbreak of war, however, he was in- 
terned—both his opposition to de- 
fence-measures and his work for 
refugees being considered as threats to 
the Swedish policy of armed neu- 


trality.. 
Altogether he spent two-and-a- 
internment—classified 


half years in -cl 
as a Nazi spy. The conditions, he 


says, were not those of 4‘ real con- 
centration camp, insofar as bodily 
torture was not practised, “but the 
spirit was totalitarian through and 
through.” Now, at last, his studies 
completed, he has acquired Swedish 
nationality. and become lecturer in 


ULRICH HERZ 


statue to the Hospital for Sick Child- 
ren. (which owns the rights in the 
play). ; 


political science at the University of 
| Uppsala. Last year, he joined the 
| International’ Council of the WRI. 


NEW DATE FOR WORLD PACIFIST CONFERENCE 


VERA BRITTAIN “and Reginald 

Reynolds will represent British 
pacifists at the World Pacifist Con- 
ference in India which is to open on 
Dec. #, 1949. 

The ,conference was to have been 
held in January of this year, but was 
postponed because of transport and 
organising difficulties. The venue 
will be Rabindranath Tagore’s. home 
at Santineketan, which literally means 
“abode of peace.” The Conference 
will be presided over by Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad,’ President of the Indian 
National Congress. ; 

Other European delegates hoping 
to attend are ‘Magda Trocme 
(France), Lucy Kingston (Hire), 
Pastor Erik Ewalds (Finland) and 


Diderich Lund (Norway). 
IF YOU «re called upon 


yourself, you'll find all the 


a CO or are thinking of registration 


The Conference aims at bringing 
together pacifists who have passed 
through the war in various parts of 
the world under totalitarian oceupa- 
tion and in unoccupied and neutral 
democracies, as well as providing an 
opportunity for Gandhian pacifists to 
rea and discuss with Western paci~- 

sts. 


The Indian delegation will consist 
of 25 of Gandhi’s closest associates. 
50 pacifists from other countries are 
expected to attend. 

The Friends’ Peace Committee in London 
has been asked to issue the invitations to the 
European delegates and collest funds to pay 
their expenses. They are appealing for dona- 
tions, which should be sent to the Treasurer, 
Friends Peace Committee, Friends House, 

uston Road, London, N.W.1 and marked 
World Pacifist Conference. 


———————, 
YOUNG MAN. Pacifist CO Film 
Projectionist and ~amateur photo- 
grapher. Would like to 


to advise 


informa- 


take up ~* 


© publication. 

“RMS: Cash with order, 3d. per 
ber Minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. éd. 
cf), Please don’t send stamps in 
Ment, except for odd pence. 
Stimum length: 60 words. Address 
bs Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 

NAckstock Rd., N.4. 
hen corresponding with PN about 
advertisement, auote its firet 

» classification, and date. 
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MEETINGS 


te EIGH HOUSE Chorch, Duke 
Set, W.1. (Bond St. tube), Sun- 
Evenings at 7. The Gospel of 

“fe! Social hour follows. : 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


RALE AMATEUR actors and 
Hane Staff (experience not essential) 
gated by North London Players for 
wag production, “‘ Murder in the 
edral’’; rehearsals North-East 
ee Write: Miss N. Harby, 74 
ton Road, N.18. 


ACCOMMODATION 


HR ACIFIST COUPLE seek modest 
.-amodation iin London where 
erate music practice permitted. 
, *: 15 Brunswick Square, 


MM OUNG COUPLE urgently re- 

i > unfurnished or furnished flat 

8ecommodation .within daily reach 

Ondon. A baby is expected. 

y rences - available. Suggestions 
Omed. Box 16. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


EARLY HOLIDAYS at Bude, 
Cornwall. Delightful walks. Lovely 
coastal scenery. Enjoy restful and 
friendly atmosphere of Atlantic 
Guest House, Ideal situation on sea 
front, Vegetarians and others wel- 
comed. Resident proprietors Joan 
and Hérbert Lomax. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and 
K. S. Ludlow, e Briars, Crich, 
Matlock. (Station: Ambergate. Tel.: 
Arobergate 44). 

LAKE DISTRICT. Waterfoot 
Guest House, Pooley Bridge, Cum- 
berland. Mansion overlooking Lake 
Ullswater. H. & C. all bedrooms. 
14s. to 16s. per day. Gladys and 
Fred Frost. 


ELATLET 
and kitchen) to let. 
business woman. 
Write Box 15. 


DEVON & CORNWALL for early 
holidays. ‘Terms from 70s. week. 
Free ilus. brochure. 10. Bishop, 
“ Fairfield,’’ Dawlish, Devon. 


OVERLOOKING WEYMOUTH 
Bay. Relax and enjoy your holiday. 
New luxury 4 berth caravan, gas 
cooking and lighting, Dunlippo mat- 
tresses, Bowleaze Cove 400 yards. 
Book now, 5 guineas week less for 
early holidays. Gray, Buckland 
Newton, Dorchester: 


(BEDSITTINGROOM 
Furnished. Suit 
N.W.11. district. 


electric 
Clapton, 


TWO ROOMS to let, 
cooker, sink. No children, 
Londen, E.5. Box 18. 


OFFICE TO let. One room with 
all services at 25s. a week. Please 
apply, The Manager, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, N.4 


EDUCATIONAL 


SPEAKING & WRITING lessons, 
5s. Dorothy Matthews, B.A., 32 
Primrose Hill Road, London, N.W.3. 
PRimrdse 5686 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


HOVERS, COOPS, feeders, foun- 
tain rings, thermometers, ete. List 
free. Western Poultry Equipment 
Co. 56 St. Matthews Road, Bristol 6. 

* 


LITERATURE, &c. 
QUAKERISM. Information and 
Literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House Euston Rd., London. 


PROPAGANDA LEAFLETS; 
Kathleen, Lonsdale's ‘“‘Atom ARP,” 
Rhys Davies’ “Speech the ° Press 
Agnored,” Frank Lea’s “* Your 
Choice’ at 1s, 50, 1s, $d. 100, 15s. 
1,000 (asstd. if desired) post free. 
Help to spread the pacifist point of 
view, send now for supplies to Peace 
News, 8 Blackstock Rd., London N.4, 


tion you require in ‘‘ Registering as 
a CO” (price 6d., 7d. post free) 
from CBCO, 6 Endsleigh St., W.C.1. 


PERSONAL 

GENUINE GARLISOL may be ob- 
tained at your Health Food Store or 
send stamps for booklet: Garlisol 
Remedies, Fairlight, Sussex. 
MARRIAGE BUREAU. Sincere 
introductions arranged privately. 
Booklet free. Mary Blair (Room 13), 
18 Eagle Street, London, W.C.1. 
SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 
EXPERT DUPLICATING Service 
Enquiries invited. Mabel Hylea, 7% 
Aberdeen Park, Highbzrr. London 
N.5. Tel. CANonbury 8862. 


work with a 16mm or 85 mm Film 
Unit. At present in Surrey. Box 17. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


Situations are available only to 
applicants excepted from the Contra} 
of Engagement Order, 1947, No. 2021. 


FARM FOREMAN wanted, Cot- 
tage available, wages by agreement. 
The Brotherhood of the Way, Hoxne, 
Diss, Norfolk. 


TWO RESIDENT mistresses re- 
quired Boarding Schooi near Skeg- 
ness. Seience, Geography, ete, 
Degree or equivalent. Box 14. 


PLEASE HAND THIS TO YOUR NEWSAGENT 
Please deliver PEACE NEWS to me weekly 


To 


Meee ieee en senedapsnsaesscorosenens 


stan reccenssontocoenye dee enaneenenboonecssreneenee 


‘ (Newsagent’s name) 


Address 


Note to Newsagent—PEACE NEWS is published weekly as a national 


newspaper at the retail price of 3d. 


It is obtainable by your whole- 


saler at the usual rates from the Publishers, at 3, Blackstock Raad, 


London, N. 4. 
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The South American slum 


COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


paganda. This one, in view of all that 
is at stake, certainly is. 


Joe and Harry only 


N Jan. 31, Mr. Trygve Lie, the 

Secretary General of the United 
Nations, said at Lake Success that he 
would be happy to offer a meeting 
place for a Truman-Stalin talk, and 
on Feb. 2 the French Prime Minister, 
M. Queuille, offered Paris. But the 
American attitude had already stif- 
fened into what amounts to an un- 
compromising refusal. Mr. Truman, 
according to his Secretary of State, 
will see Stalin only in the presence of 
other leaders of the western democ- 
racies, and only in Washington. 


This calls for three observations. 
The first is that, if Stalin accepted, 
the resultant meeting would have 
nothing at all of the character of a 
personal exchange of views between 
the world’s two most important men 
—the one who can let off the atom 
bomb and the one who ean do most to 
stop the cold war. Whatever chance 
of talks becoming “human ” there can 
be in putting Harry from Missouri 
face to face with Joe from Georgia, 
with as few people as possible about 
to widen the gap between them, would 
be lost, 


The second'is that It defies all com- 
mon-sense to ask Stalin to accept, as 
a reasonable substitute for what he 
had proposed, a megting in which he 
would constitute a minority of one 
against two, three, four or more on 
the other side. 


Safe meeting place 


ND last but not least there is the 
point that the venue must be 
Washington. 


That it should not be Moscow or 
Yalta, is reasonable enough, though 
either of them, I feel certain, are safer 
places for President Truman than any 
place I can think of outside of Russia, 
is for Stalin. The police state, on 
such occasions, has its advantages. 
Let anyone who is in doubt on that 
subject read the article describing 
ordinary security «routine at the 
Kremlin in the Sunday Wxpress (Feb. 
6), by Lt.-Colonel Grigori A. Tokaev, 


Even here in our (comparatively) 
law-abiding, moderate-minded, self- 
disciplined Great Britain few of us 
would have much difficulty in thinking 
of a score of men of our acquaintance 
who would feel a lot of warm sym- 
pathy for anyone who made the police 
security measures harder of fulfilment, 
if Stalin were to come here; and the 
Americans are’ quicker on the trigger 
than we are in such matters. 


-But why on earth could no one sug- 
gest Berlin, or nearby Potsdam, with 
a temporary suspension or lightening 
of the blockade “for the greater 
comfort” of Messrs. Truman and 
Stalin, so that their words would not 
be drowned by the constant drone of 
the planes? Both sides might have 
been glad of a face-saving opportunity 
of getting out of the foolish impasse 
into which their obstinacy has landed 
them there. 


The rope is Norway 


ORWAY, in the meantime, is the 
moment’s centre of the tug of war. 
On Tuesday, Feb. 1, the State Depart- 
ment at Washington announced that 
both Norway and Denmark would 
soon receive formal invitations to join 
the negotiations on the North Atlantic 
Military Pact and would be afforded 
the opportunity of coming in as origi- 
nal signatories with Britain, the USA, 
Canada, France and the Benelux 
countries. On the same day Norway 
sent a reply, described by every Lon- 
don Diplomatic Newspaper Correspon- 
dent as “polite but firm,” to Mos- 
cow’s enquiry on how and where she 
stands in relation to the proposed pact. 


That reply left little doubt about 
Norway’s intentions. 


w I 
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Regretting the failure of recent 
negotiations with the other Scandina- 
vian States for a Nordic Defence 
Alliance, and pointing 
regional pacts are permissible under 
the United Nations Charter and that 
Norway is a country bordering the 
Atlantic, it announced the Norwegian 
Government’s intention “to ” make 
closer investigations into the forms of, 
and on what conditions Norway might 
be able to participate in a regional 
security system comprising countries 
around the Atlantic.” Tihen, true to 
Norway's deep attachment to peace, 
the reply continued: 

_ ‘The Norwegian Government will not 

Join any agreement with other states involy- 

ing obligations for Norway to open bases 

for foreign powers’ military forces on Nor- 
wegian territory, as long as Norway is not 
attacked or exposed to threats of attack.’ 

But she is not to be left alone so 
easily. The latest development, as 
this is written, is an offer by the 
Soviet, made by broadeast ton Satur- 
day night, Feb. 5, to conelude a 
mutuakynon-ageression pact. Stalin 
declines to envisage the Atlantic Pact 
in the way in which Norway speaks 


out that | 


of it. al 


“Yt is directed,” he says, “‘ towards set- 
ting one group of countries against other 
states, and does nat aim at consolidating 
peace and international security.” 

Nor is Moscow satisfied with the 

statement regarding military bases: 

“The Soviet Government cannot overlook 
the fact that the Norwegian Government 
has failed to°give a clear reply to the ques- 
tion whether the entry of Norway into the 
Atlantic Union will lead to Norway under- 
taking obligations with regarq to the estab-. 
lishment of air or naval bases on Nor- 
wegian territory.” 


Maginot Line mentality 


THAT is where the struggle for 

Norway stands at the moment as 
a willy-nilly ally. Whichever way it 
ends—and of all probabilities the last 
and least is that she will be allowed 
to remain neutral—this bidding and 
counter-bidding’ is fadicrously mis- 
described when it is Yepresénted as a 
contribution to the effort towards 
world peace. At best, it amounts to a 
1949 equivalent of Maginot Line men- 


OSLO PROTEST. AT 
ATLANTIC PACT 


From our own correspondent 
OSLO. 
"PHERE is in Norway today a 
yery strong under-eurrent of 
opposition to joining in an Atlantic 
Pact with the Weskern Powers. 
But this opposition finds difficulty 
in making itself heard for the Press 
is almost unanimously supporting 
a western union. 

Large public meetings and an 
open ait demonstration have been 
held in Oslo and reports of meet- 
ings come in from other towns. On 
Saturday, Jan. 29, a meeting was 
arranged by the Women’s {Inter- 
national League, Peace Council and 
War Resisters International; 1,300 
people crowded the largest cinema 
in the town and passed the follow- 
ing resolution which received very 
little publicity in the newspapers: 

“We wish that Norway shall not 
join in the Atlantic Pact because 
we helieve that this will widen the 
rift between East and West and 
thus increase the danger of war; 
split the Nordic countries; divide 
the Norwegian people and imply a 
vote of no-confidence in the United 
Nattons. 

“We helieve that the Nordic 
countries’ task is to give a lead in 
work for a peaceful solution of all 
conflicts between people and _ to 
strengthen the United Nations. 

“Tf the negotiations with four 
Scandinavian neighbours to join 
in a common policy should not be 
successful Norway’s next step must 
he very carefully considered and we 
must be given plenty of time to 
sonsider all the circumstances.” 


NPC’s new head 
is 27 


APPOINTED Acting Director of 
+™ the National Peace Council follow- 
ing the resignation of Gerald Bailey, 
MA, is twenty-seven-year-old Leslie 


tality; in gyeater truth, I think, it isipG. D. Smith. 


the equivalent of armies driving help- 
less civilians in front of their attack- 
ing lines. 

instead of an increase in the num- 
ber of countries aligning themselves 


on one side or the other, what the | 


cause of peace needs is progress to- 
wards the isolation of those believing 
in the arbitrament of war, by growing 
adherence among’ all those faced with 
final extinction if another war comes, 
to an impressive quorum of war 
resisters. 


This is the West 


A S usual, my commentary has 

turned itself, independent of any 
act of will of mine, into a scrutiny of 
our own side’s demerits. 

And there is worse to come. 

I have before me a réport on 
social and political conditions in South 
America, written by-a Socialist—not a 
Communist. It says that 

out of a total population of 150,000,000 two 
thirds have never slept in a bed, have 
never had sufficient food, have never gone 
to school and have never received modern 
medical care; 

the same proportion of the population are 
Jabouring under semi-feudal conditions ; 

most industries are owned by foreigners; 

the average worker’s earnings per hour 
buy 1.04 ‘pounds of bread, with the excep- 
tion of Bolivia, where they buy only two- 
thirds of a pound; 

the Argentinians would rather lose their 

Dolitical~ liberties than follow any longer 

rich’ landlords who sell their Meat, wheat 

and linseed to foreign countries in exchange 
for cars, refrigerators and other luxuries; 

the United States, which hold the key to 
the possible remedy of industrialisation, are 
remiss in the promotion of democratic }deas 
and have been heaping honours on the dic- 
tators; 

that they helped to elect Laureano Gomez 
to the chairmanship of the Pan-American 

Conference at Bogota, and that Gomez is 

known at Washington as well as throughout 

South America ag one of the worst Fascists 

ot the western hemisphere, a friend of the 

Nazis during the war and a close friend of 

General Franco; 

and that .@ clear-cut stand in favour of 
democratic institutions would help to stem 
the trend towards totalitarianism, particu- 
larly if loans to reactionary regimes, made 
merely because it is hoped that they will 
help against the rising tide of sympathy 
for Communism, were stopped at the same 

time. . 

It is not a report likely to impress 
anyone with the sincerity of western 
professions of indestructible faith in 
democracy and: of indignant condem- 


nation of one-party systems and 
dictatorships. 


: 
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Leslie Smith ‘is vice-president of the 
British Committee of International 
Student Service, a body affiliated to 
the NPC. He was formerly tha Com- 
mittee’s secretary. 


“ternational affairs through his work 
with ‘fie Student. Service, having 
travelled extensively in France, Bel- 
gium, Holland and Switzerland, co- 
ordinating the activities of university 


groups. During the war.he was a 
student at Dundee and Edinburgh 
Universities. 


The major task facing him as Direc- 
tor of the NPC, he told Peace News, 
is the fostering of local and regional 
committeess to co-ordinate peace 
efforts in this country. 


The National Peace Council is to 
hold a Peace Aims Conference at St. 
Hilda’s College, Oxford, from April 
8-10. It has for its title “ The Psycho- 
logica] Requirements Of One World— 
The Things That Make For Peace In 
Human Relations.” < 


————-———- 


NOTES FOR LISTENERS ° 


The making of the film “ Sibford 
Story,” a documentary of the famous 
Quaker school, will be described by 
Morland Braithwaite in the Midland 


Home Service programme, “ Mid- 
lands’ Miscellany” on Wednesday, 
Feb. 16 at 10.15 ‘p.m. 

“Focus on Defence,” Light Pro- 


gramme, Friday, Feb. 18, 9.15 p.m. is 
said to provide an opportunity for 
“men and women in many walks of 
life” to express their views on the 
whole question of defence. 


Women’s International Peace 
Campaign 


Mrs. Ethel Lewis, organiser of the 
Women’s International Peace Cam- 
paign writes that she is confined to 
bed with a bad nervous breakdown; 
she hopes to deal with unanswered 
correspondence on her recovery. 


Peace News is open for the expression of 
all points of view relevant to pacifism. 
Articles in it, whether signed or unsigned, 
do not necessarily represent the molicy of the 
Peace Pledge Union of which it ig the weekly 
organ. Nor does the acceptance of advertise- 
ments imply any endorsement of or PPU 
connexion with the. matter advertised. 


He gained a wide experience of in; 


———. Sybil Morrison’s——— 


CAMPAIGN] 


{ 
—COLUMN-]{. 
is frequently said that the 


T 
I pledge to renounce war is 
negative, but hearing again T& 
cently the remark that no one) 
wants war but neither does any 
one want peace at any price,, 
have been wondering whether l 
can truly be argued that renui)) 
ciation is a negative thing. i 


Those who say that they don’t walt 
war but neither do they want peat 
at any price mean that they do waM 
war under certain circumstance? 
They admit that modern war 1s ing 
discriminately destructive and C44 
lously cruel but they choose it xathel 
than risk occupation by a forele™ 
power. In fact they see two e¥™ 
and deliberately choose the one thé 
believe to be the lesser. This posibl 
assertion that there is no choice 
an evil one is the real denial, 
“absolute” negative, for it deme 
the existence of good. 

The pacifist, in renouncing Waly 
makes no such denial; he does ® 
merely want peace in the sense 0 
uneasy truce from actual] fighting, # 
wants the world to renounce war ™ 
order that the construction of WS 
peaceful society may begin. They 
first step is individual renunciatio® 
and it is not a negative but a positi¥é 
statement of our human right & 
refute and refuse evil and abide 2 
the consequences. : 


The moral choice that is made ma 
be ridiculed by those who say thay 
such refusal is not practical in Wey 
world today, but, as Laurence How 
man said at the Central Hall: 

“No great cause in the world’s history Ha 

ever won its way to victory that was 

backed and fought for long hefore it 
came practical politics . .. and the greau 
the~‘cause the more surely must the fg” 
for it begin before it becomes recognised, 
practical politics.” 

The PPU perhaps has hardly be: 
gun; ten years is very little to = 
against the centuries of belief in W@ 
as the final arbiter. _ Governmen™ 
will not listen to a tiny handful © 
pacifists, and public opinion is suey), 
against us. Creating a differemiy 
public opinion is nart of the work @ 


3 part 0. } ears 
the PPU campaign; it is the posit# tnem, 
part of the pledgé and we sureWi Ciyg 


] 
undertake it in the belief that som@) Tyan. 
dav our pledge will be recognised fof tainly 
the “ practical politics ” of peace th@¥hthe 4, 
it is. that h 


The Campaign Committee is pubs} Cessfu 
lishing Laurence Housman’s Centt@] enterr 
Hall speech as a leaflet, and one oly it 
non-violent resistance is also in prey 4S ! 
paration. . 


Campaign yews comes from the 
number of Groups: 
Norwich have Emrys Hughes, M.P. ané 


myself at a public meeting on Thursday, Feld 
24. ¥ pA 

Ipswich have Rhys Davies, MP ang D 
Belden on Wednesday, March 28. ft 

Sheffield have booked the Memorial He \ 
for Friday March 25 when the speakers will Wordir. 
include John Rankin, MP and ‘myself. i Wish t 

Bristol have had to alter the date of thelpy 
meeting in March on account of the dificult’ 
of getting a hall. It is now fixed for Sunda 
April 10 with Laurence Housman, Bhi! 
Davies, MP and Stuart Morris. . SY 

Birmingham and Lakeland Area are pla a 
ning a meeting spécially to discuss campaig2 
ing with me in March and May respectively’ 

Stoke Newington start their Sunday mor! 
ing open-air meetings again in Finsbury Pa 
at the end of April. 

Hornsey are canvassing all signatories 4 
N.8 and N.4 London districts to get reco 
up to date Their plans include speak 
classes, open-air meetings and a public meé 


niliiar 


ing in April. : The 
Harpenden, Herts, have a meeting on Maremg ans ti 
29 to be addressed by myself on The Altern# 9p nto pl 
tive to War. b p 
Barnet are holding a meeting in New Bare Some € 


net Friends’ Meeting House on Feb. 14 
8 p.m. when Mrs. R, H. Tawney, sister @ 
Lord Bevetidge, will be giving her imprée=4 
sions on the USA after a recent visit. 

TRAFALGAR SQUARE is to have a Peag@e 
Demonstration on Sunday afternoon April a 
Speakers will be announced directly the 1 


is complete. 
SYBIL MORRISON. 


» Minist 
Visited 
Cover t 
indin, 

8ive h 

heeded 

Friday 

Acheso 

State, 

as to 

‘Teachec 

:Seems 1 


TRUTH ABOUT YALTA? 


Diplomatic circles in. Europe are watching 
with considerable interest a Soviet film calle 
“Defeat Berlin!” now in production at Mos 
cow. Papers in countries of Eastern Europ! 
allied to the Kremlin have reported that ts 
picture will present a reconstruction of thé 
Yalta Conference, with parts of “‘ the authe® | 
tie exchange” between Stalin and Churchill, 

Speculation is keen over a long disput) 
question—whether or not secret microphon® 
were installed during the conversations, _% 
whether the film will rely on stenograpy, 
notes for on-the-record talks. Many of p 
Yalta exchanges were supposed to be c®) Ae 
pletely off the record, tentative, and coll 
dential._—W.P. 


